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dedicated to the Duke of S&VO}’. The ded

translations. They are entitled: 1. * L’Ero-
mena divisa in sei {ibri,’ ublished at Venice !
in 1624, and again in 1028. It was trans-
lated into English as ¢ Eromena, or Love

evenge’ (fol., 1631), by Jemes Hay- |

and Ra
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appeared in parts at Nuremberg between
1656 and 1659, and was republished in 1667.
2, ‘La Donzella desterrada,” published at
Venice in 1627 and at Bologna in 1637, and

1=
cation is dated from London, 4+ July 1626,
and in it Biondi mentions a former promise
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Sidney’s ¢ Arcadia.” James Hayward trans-

‘Donzella desterrada, or the Banish'd Virgin’
(fol.), in 1635. 3. ‘Il Coralbo; segue la .
Donzella desterrada’ (Venice, 1635). It was ,
translated into English by A. G.in 1655, with |
a dedication to the (second) Earl of Strafford.

oversight in human affairs, and affords no
present inspiration (on these points Birch
reverted to the original views otpf ohn Reeve,
the founder, along with Lodowicke Mug-
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as always beenliableto
heresy. But in 1778 Birch began to claim
personal inspiration; this lost him ten fol-
lowers, headed by Martha, wife of Henry

Collier. TheCollierites wereregarded by Mug-
gletonians as mistaken friends; the Birch-

1tes were known as the Anti-church. Birch
was maintained in independence by his fol-
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Matthews, of Bristol. In 1786 there were

larger number in Pembrokeshire. In 1809
they are alluded to in a ‘divine song’ by
James Frost as ¢anti-followers;’ at this time
and subsequently they had a place of meet-~
ing in the Barbican. 'Whether Birch him-

The translator states that Coralbo was re-
garded by Biondi as the most perfect of his

romances. 4. ‘L’istoria delle guerre civili |
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di Jore, published in three quarto volumes
at Venice between 1037 and 1644, with a
dedication to Charles I. It was translated
into English, apparently while still in manu-
script, by Henry Cary, earl of Monmouth,
and published in two volumes in London in
1641, under the title of ‘ An History of the
Civil Warres of England between the two
Houses of Lancaster and Yorke. It is a
laborious but useless compilation.

[Le Glorie de gli Incogniti (1647), pp. 241-3;
Niceron’s Mémoires pour servir, xxxvii. 391-4;
Cal. Dom. State Papers for 1612, 1613, 1622,
1624, 1626, 1628, 1630, 1636, 1638; Granger's
Biographical History, ii. 36 ; Brit. Mus. Cat.]
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BIRCH, JAMES ( A. 1769-1793), here-
siarch, was born in Wales, but the date is un- |
known. He became a watch-motion maker
in London, living in Brewer's Yard, Golden
Lane, Old Street Road, afterwards in Little
Moorfields. He was converted to the Mug--
gletoniuns, his name first appearing in their
records 1 July 1759; that of Mrs. Birch is
mentioned 22 July 1759. He wrote in 1771
a rhythmical account of his conversion
(‘Travels ‘from the sixth to the ninth
hour’), fifteen stanzas of eight lines each,
dated 6 Dec. (unprinted). In 1772 he,
rejected two points of Muggletonian ortho- -
doxy: viz. the doctrine that believers have
present assurance of salvation (this, Birch
thought, was often withheld till death) ; and
the doctrine that God exercises no immediate

selt was lLiving in 1809 is not known ; the
last occurrence of his name in the Muggle-
tonian archives is in 1795 ; two of his Lon-
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age. Birch published, about the end of last
century, ‘The Book of Cherubical Reason,
with its Law and Nature ; or of the Law and
Priesthood of Reason,” &c.; and ¢ The Book
upon the Gospeland Regeneration,’ &c. They
bear no date, but were sold by T. Herald,
60 Portpool Lane, Gray’s Inn Lane. Very
incoherent, they are scarcely intelligible even
to the initiated in the small controversies
from which they sprang. One of Birch’s
opinions is curious : ‘ Not one of the seed of
Faith dies in childhood’ (Cker. Reas. p. 46).

[MS. Records of the Muggletonian Church;
Birch's Works (Brit. Mus. 11141i. 3, 1 and 2);
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iverpool Lit. and Phil. Soc. 1870.] A,

BIRCH, JOHN (1616-1691), presby-
terian colonel during the civil war, belonged
to a younger branch of the Birches of Birch,
and was the eldest son of Samuel Birch of
Ardwick, Lancashire, by Mary, davghter of
Ralph Smith of Doblane House, Lancashire
(DcepaLE’s Visit. of Lancas. 1664 in Chet.
Soc. Pub. 1xxxiv. (1872), p. 34). He was
born 7 April 1616, not 1626, the date now in-
scribed on his tombstone (Woob, ed. Bliss,
Life, cxviii). It was the general custom of
his political opponents to refer to him as of
ignoble origin, and the coarseness of his
manners gave & colour of probability to the
insinuation. In ‘A more exact and neces-
sary Catalogue of D’ensioners than is yet ex-
tant’ (SoMERs'S Tracts, vii. p. 60), he appears
as ¢ J. B., once a carrier, now a colonel ;’and




